ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

Chapter 34

ECOSYSTEMS

Project Description

Greetings eco-enthusiasts.  By this time you have built up a firm foundation of ecological knowledge.  Now you will apply what you have learned about the organization of the natural environment to our own unique natural ecosystem based upon your observations from our day in the field and using our knowledge from the text and the stream table lab. Each of you will construct and present a PowerPoint presentation of one zone of this ecosystem (Terrestrial, Aquatic, Riparian). 

Remember, as environmental scientists we are studying the relationships between biotic and abiotic factors among populations, communities and ecosystems. Your presentation should seek to integrate what you have observed about biotic and abiotic factors and how they interact within the zone you are studying. In other words, as an environmental scientist you need to show how the abiotic world and the biotic world work together to create the environment we see. 
I have included a scoring rubric for you to use as a guide when collecting, interpreting, and communicating your information.  Check off each item as you make and record observations and interpretations so that you don’t forget any. Use your time wisely.  I will provide enough class time for you to collect information as long as you remain focused and on task.  Enjoy.
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